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General Overview.

Most charities have suffered as a result of the economic problems which befell the world in
2008 and TTBS was no exception. Our Investment income during 2009 fell by some £20k
while income from fundraising, donations and subscriptions also suffered. Although the paper
value of our investments increased in 2009 this was after a large fall in the previous year and
stock prices have a long way to go before we are back to the pre 'crash’ values. Overall income
was down by 15% and the Society ran at a deficit of £35k. Despite this we were able to
maintain the value of benefits paid out with even an increase in the telephone and TV licence
payments made to individual beneficiaries. We again were able to make a Winter Warmer
grant of £200 per household to help with fuel bills, the fourth year we have been able to do
this.

This was only possible by utilising some of our reserves which have been built up in more
prosperous tfimes. We have in the past been criticised for the level of our reserves but in
today's circumstances the prudent policies of our Trustees and Board of Management have
been vindicated.

One bright side was National Golf Day in July, when we had an excellent turnout at Forest
Pines in Lincolnshire despite the recession. Thanks to the efforts of our main sponsor Arbor
Forest Products the amount raised was well up on 2008's figures. Looking forward to 2010 we
already have a full house of provisional bookings for St Pierre, Chepstow, and even have a
waiting list. The sponsors for 2010 will be Premier Forest products.

The Beneficiaries

Most of the people we help are retired and elderly, but there are a number of younger
beneficiaries who require assistance because of ill health; the age range is between 26 and 97.
Many of our beneficiaries are widows of former members of the Timber Trade. Numerous
letters are received from beneficiaries expressing their appreciation of the support given to
the Society by companies and individuals and of the hard work put in by volunteers on local
committees in organising fund raising events,

The work of the society in helping those who worked in the trade in times past is only possible
thanks to the continuing support of the timber trade today. We would urge supporters of the
Society to take advantage of the Gift Aid Scheme, which allows us to reclaim tax on
donations from individuals. A form for this is found at the back of this annual report.

Contributions
During 2009 the Society received 117 contributions from 95 companies and organisations of
between £10 and £1125.00. In addition contributions were received from 153 individuals

2



connected to the timber trade of between 53p and £122. The Society was able to maintain
the amount spent on beneficiaries while keeping expenditure on running costs under control.
However without the income from our investments the Society would not be able to maintain
the current level of grants and benefits let alone increase them.

Communicating with the trade and our beneficiaries.

We continue to communicate with the Trade and with beneficiaries through the twice-yearly
Newsletter, which provides an important outlet for news and information. We are grateful to
the more than 28 Companies who sponsored the Newsletter in 2009. Their generosity enabled us
to continue with this valuable source of information as well as raising income for the Society. We
thank the editor and staff of the TTJ for assistance with the design of the newsletter. We
would welcome new sponsorships for the newsletter.

We thank the editor of the Timber Trades Journal for continuing to circulate the Newsletter in
the Journal and for including the TTBS pinboard in TTJ throughout the year. Additional copies
of the newsletter are sent out by many regional Timber Trades Associations around the country.
We thank all concerned for their efforts on our behalf. The Society would be pleased to supply
additional copies of the newsletter for firms to circulate to their workforce. Contact Malcolm
Job, TTBS General Manager.

The TTBS website www.ttbs.org.uk has information about the society's work and fundraising
events. A number of referrals have come from Social Services departments and charities via the
website. The society is an active supporter of Benevolence Today which has been set up by the
Association of Charity Officers to promote benevolence and benevolent Societies like TTBS to
the caring community such as CAB, Social Services departments and other professionals who
seek aid for the less fortunate.

The Districts and their Fund Raising Events

A large part of our income each year comes from the work of TTBS districts throughout the
country that, by organising various fund-raising events make it possible for the Society to
continue its work. Golf Days, Quiz Nights, Race Nights, Christmas Lunches, Gala Nights and 100
clubs, clay pigeon shoots and bowls days to name but a few, continued throughout the year in
many areas; organised by the local committee members and sponsored and supported by the local
companies and members of the trade, without whom nothing could be achieved.

Trade Support

We continue to be grateful to the many trade Clubs and Associations, as well as the TTF both
nationally and locally, for their continuing and valuable support. We would especially thank the
TTJ for their coverage of TTBS affairs throughout the year.

The Society continues to receive help from many individuals and companies engaged in the
timber trade and we appreciate the assistance from a number of firms whose trade covers
the builder’'s merchant's trade as well as well as those engaged in logistical support, insurance
and other industries connected to the timber trade.
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